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Executive Summary

The European Forum for providers of EU information and training to not-for-profit
organisations gathered more than 50 organisations (about 70 individuals) from 12 countries
inside and outside the EU, who are active in the not-for-profit sector, EU institutions, academic
organisations and the private sector. The organisers designed it as a meeting place for a
variety of organisations, to assist them in sharpening their thinking and improving their
practice on the questions that all are faced with.

The Forum was opened on 29 November by Ms. Barbara O'Toole, MEP, who highlighted the
importance of the White Paper on European Governance from the angle of relations with the
not-for-profit sector. This was followed by a Round Table with prominent speakers from the EU
institutions and practitioners from the not-for-profit sector. This session explored the current
relations between the EU and the not-for-profit sector, and established the key issues on: the
relevance of the EU for the sector and EU citizens; EU information and training: experiences,
needs and prospects; legislation and the not-for-profit sector .............cooooiiiiiiiit. (page 2)

The Round Table was followed by three parallel workshops on: Citizens’ involvement and
lobbying on European issues; EU funding for NGOs; and EU legislation. In each workshop,
needs and problems of NGOs were explored, as well as different ways of providing information
and training, as the basis for a discussion on best practices ............ccoeviiiiiiiiin. (page 5)

On 30 November participants further explored themes and subjects of their choice in working
and discussion groups on informing and involving citizens on EU affairs; building transnational
partnerships; helping the not-for-profit sector to access EU funding .......................... (page 8)

The Forum ended with a plenary discussion and a meeting of the Forum organisers with other
organisations, willing to develop plans and implement activities to secure the continuation of
R N W O K e e e e (page 11)

The Forum also included the Agora, an informal meeting place with exhibitions. The timing of
meetings and long lunch breaks provided ample opportunities for networking, private
meetings, as well as attending exhibition stalls, internet and power point presentations. A
bulletin board (now available through ID's website) was used by participants to submit their
needs for PartNer SEArCh ... i e (pages 10/11)
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Developing relevant EU information and training for the
not-for-profit sector — why, how, on what, with whom?

The first European Forum for providers of EU information and training to not-for-profit
organisations took place in Brussels, on the 29'" and the 30'™" of November 2001.

Background

The organising Network on European information and training for not-for-profit organisations
was formed in 2000 by seven organisations from Belgium, France, Germany, the Netherlands
and the UK, which are all involved in providing information, training or consultancy to
voluntary and other not-for-profit organisations. They deal with different aspects of the EU,
which are relevant for NGOs: funding, legislation, policy, citizens involvement, as well as
lobbying of EU institutions. The aims and tasks of the Network and its first Forum are:

exchanging ideas and initiatives amongst organisations in Europe active in providing EU
information and training to not-for-profit organisations;

widening the network to other organisations in the field.
The EU and the not-for-profit sector

There is a strong relation of mutual interest between the European Union and the not-for-profit
sector. The Union must deal with not-for-profit organisations, who have genuine interests,
relevant experience and positions in a broad range of policy fields. As such, they represent a
large section of society, i.e. of European citizens. In return, those organisations are faced with
the fact that European construction is getting too real, too strong and too interesting to be
ignored, with the ongoing broadening of EU involvement beyond traditional economic policies
and the perspective of Central and Eastern countries joining the Union. Europe and not-for-
profit organisations continuously interact, out of their active and mutual interest. Most
common issues are:

the impact of EU policy on the varied fields of activity of the sector,
the growing importance of European funding to support their projects and programm es,

the readiness and possibilities of civil society organisations, as vehicles of the concerns and
interests of EU citizens, for policy advocacy.

However, though this link between EU authorities and the not-for-profit sector does really
exist, and though it is also formalised by the Treaties, their relation is sill limited by several
obstacles. Except from larger national organisations and some Brussels-based networks, many
organisations are insufficiently informed and equipped to deal with the complexity of European
administration and legislation. Due to a lack of relevant information and training, they are not
always optimally able to face the ever-growing challenges and to use the vast range of
possibilities offered by the EU.

If one wants to solve this problem and meet this demand for information and training on the
EU, one should first clarify the exact needs of the not-for-profit sector, and allow them to
exchange experiences and prospects. More specifically, the lack of a common frame in
legislation and fiscal regulations often causes serious problems in contacts and common
activities of organisations at a European level. Still, a few proposals have been made to solve
this problem, such as the draft Regulation on a Statute for a European association.

EU institutions and the not-for-profit sector can benefit from each other.
To solve practical problems, and to meet the sector's needs and demands,
providers of EU information and training have a role to play.
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Setting the scene — Roundtable discussion

Opening

The opening speaker was Mrs Barbara O'Toole, Member of the European Parliament and
rapp orteur for the White Paper of the Commission on European Governance! in the EP
Comm ittee on Culture, Youth, Education, the Media and Sport.

Mrs O'Toole stressed that the White Paper on EU governance is the most critical issue for the
Union before its enlargement. It is an explicit recognition that EU institutions, structures and
organisation are no longer adapted to current realities and issues.

The White Paper is about setting up democracy for a new and enlarged Europe, but also about
ensuring that accessto the democratic process is spread as widely as possible and reaches
down to the very grassroots of society. In this context not-for-profit organisations and
networks such as ours carry a substantial responsibility for delivery of public policy and
providing the general public with information on and accessto the decision making process.

Governance in the EU faces a double challenge: on the one hand, global governance has
become a concrete reality that anyone having a television can see. On the other hand, local
movements are becoming more and more important. The White Paper is more than just a
reform of the administration. It is about reforming democracy, to suit the needs of the 21
century.

For Mrs O'Toole, demonstrations such as those around the EU summit of Nice, and earlier in
Seattle or in Davos, show not only a world-wide ideological struggle, but also indicate that
more and more people just want their voice to be heard and are struggling to be involved in
the democratic process as it is designed: they want to come to terms with the local level they
can reach, in a society which may seem scaring because it is global. For the European Union, it
is important to inform and involve them, but in addition to this democratic process it is crucial
that the EU delivers policies that are relevant for the population and the organisations that
represent their interests.

Roundtable 1 -
Relevance of the EU for the not-for-profit sector and EU citizens

Martin Kroeger, from the Secretariat General of the European Commission, was a
member of a preparatory working group on the White Paper on EU governance, for which
he wrote the report on formalising the rights of civil society to be involved. He stressed the
large field covered by the co-operation between the Commission and the not-for-profit
sector, and the important role of not-for-profit organisations. They foster the concept of
participatory democracy, but also act as representatives of groups who otherwise would not
be represented in any dialogue with the Union. They also contribute to policy making and
project management and promote the very idea of European integration. The White Paper
on EU governance aims at deeper co-operation between the Commission and the not-for-
profit sector, but the importance of that processis questioned. There are limits to its
relevance in the decision making process: it is not only seen as a challenge to other
sources of legitimacy, the European Parliament in particular, it is also technically
complicated to achieve. But it is important: the Commission is inevitably at a distance from
concrete, real-life problems ‘on the ground and needs the expertise of grassroots actors,
which gives networks such as ours an important role to play.

! European Governance, a white paper - COM(2001) 428 final (25/7/2001)
More information on http:// europa.eu.int/comm/governance/

European Forum for providers of EU information and training to not-for-profit organisations -2
Final Report



Gordon Deuchars works for AGE, the European Older People Platform, after having
obtained a rich experience on relations between the EU and NGO s in the Liaison

Comm ittee of Development NGO s. He stressed that time is needed for setting up a
dialogue process, implemented by the Commission and the creation of a real dialogue and
a culture of information, operating at each and every level of the Union.

Mr Deuchars also highlighted the duality of the process of EU funding. If an organisation
applies for EU funding, it should be aware that it has a consequence for the content of its
work. To a certain extent, such a project will implement public policy of the Union, and
create pressure on the organisation to adapt its work in a specific direction, determined by
the EU. Not-for-profit organisations should be aware of this and therefore need full and
digestible information, which is why a network such as ours is important.

Jan Olsson, from the Economic and Social Committee (ESC), is President of the section for
Employment, Social affairs, and Citizenship, and a leading member of the "Various
Interests" group, which includes not-for-profit organisations. As the ESC is composed of
representatives of organised civil society, it is deeply involved in the debate on the role of
civil society in EU policy making and the White Paper on EU governance. According to Mr
Olsson, this debate will lead to a change of the composition of the ESC.

He also mentioned that the ESC is receptive to the views of any civil society organisation,
though it is practically impossible that all these opinions are transmitted to the ESC. This is
where organisations should use or create networks to transmit their views and interests to
the EU. And regarding their relations with the ESC, Mr Olsson mentioned that the

Commi ittee could be used by those networks as a platform to persuade other actors to
adhere to their views.

Sandra Kroeger, project co-ordinator of BAG EJSA (German federal working group on
protestant social work for young people), stressed the increasing relevance of the EU
beyond its initial, strictly economical domain. It now extends the scope of its involvement
into creating a social Europe, in which EU institutions interact with various players in the
field. National contexts differ greatly: France keeps a tradition of ‘economie sociale , Italy
has its associations, independent from church and state, the UK focuses on harmonising its
social services with local development strategies and Germany follows the model of
subsidiarity. Recently, traditionally strong national policy tends to be devoluted to lower
authorities and implementing organisations from the sector itself, while EU involvement,
through these organisations, tends to increase, as is illustrated by the social paragraphs of
the recently adopted Charter of Fundamental Rights. The growing number of socially
excluded persons necessitates that consequences of globalisation are tackled on EU level.
This also stimulates the creation of a culture of dialogue with social sector organisations
and of transnational networking in the sector itself, which should keep local and regional
real life expertise and involvement intact.
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Roundtable 2 - EU information and training: experiences, needs and prospects
of the not-for-profit sector

Olga Imbert is responsible for the distribution of information at Sources d Europe, a major
EU information centre in Paris. It functions as a ‘clearing house and provides information
and training about the EU (library, training for teachers and pupils in schools, exhibitions
on EU related topics, et cetera). It also seeks cross-border communication by networking
with other information providers and aims at establishing joint activities both with public
bodies and private enterprises.

Serge De Backer is a journalist and works for Agence Alter, which digests and retransmits
information on the EU, mostly to francophone Belgian associations. Agence Alter is also
involved in RES-e-NET Europe, an initiative that intends to bring together EU civil society
organisations active in the field of New Information Technology. He pointed at the massive
amount of available information supplied by EU itself and by external providers, and the
difficulty to sort it out. Mr De Backer mentioned the necessity to improve the quality of
information, but he also warned participants about relying only on EU funding. Working
together with the EU requires money, and an organisation should never try to adapt its
project to specific budget lines, since these may well be too theoretical with regard to
actual reality.

Roundtable 3
Legislation and the not-for-profit sector, an introduction

Apostolos I oakimidis from DG Enterprise of the European Commission gave a quick
overview of the current situation regarding the statute for a European association: a draft
regulation was proposed in 1992 and discussed in 19932, Then it was set aside, since it was
linked to three other draft regulations regarding the statute for a European co-operative, a
European mutual and a European Company. The last one, considered as the most
important, was the first to be discussed and has finally been adopted in Nice, 17 years
after the notion first appeared in a resolution adopted by the Parliament in 1984. Doors are
now open for technical discussion on the three other projects. Possible deadline by end
2003.

Professor Elie Alfandary, who teaches law at the University of Paris-Dauphine, stated
that not-for-profit organisations could bring a new perspective into the EU, based on
something different than just monetary and economical concerns. On the other hand, he
also expected from the Union that it would guarantee more internal democracy and proper
functioning for employees and volunteers of not-for-profit organisations in countries such
as France, which has poor legislation in this respect.

Matthieu Havard, co-ordinator of CEDAG, the European Council for Voluntary
Organisations, gave three reasons why creating a statute for a European association is
important: first, it would be an official recognition of the existence of the not-for-profit
sector in Europe. Second, it would guarantee the right of not-for-profit organisations to
take up an (economic) activity all over the EU. Third, it would solve many problems in
developing cross-border activities in Europe.

Agreement already exists on some elements of the statute: it will be fully optional for EU
member states and even if they integrate it in their national legislation, the states will keep
full competency in several fields such as fiscal policy. The statute will also guarantee the
legal capacity of the organisation provided its statutes allow it, and it will apply both to
general interest organisations and to organisations dealing with sectorial interests.

2 See Official Journals 1992 n° C 99 and C 223, and 0J 1993 n° C 42 and C 236
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Workshops

Workshop 1 — Citizens' participation

In addition to and between general European and national parliamentary elections, there are
several ways of informing and involving citizens in EU policy debates, in direct contact with
citizens and through citizen-based organisations. The latter category goes far beyond political
parties and trade unions with their long tradition of representing citizens. Increasingly, the
broad and varied spectrum of not-for-profit organisations collects, moulds and represents the
views and interests of (sections of) public opinion.

The need for new methods of information and involvement in EU affairs is highlighted by the
growing ‘EU fatigue , as exemplified in declining turnout in European elections, Eurobarometer
opinion polls, etc. In this workshop two particular experiences in this field were discussed.

In Sweden, a network of 17 public health (alcohol, drugs) related NGO s uses its 72 local
branches which organise interactive study circles, using factual information and discussion
platforms on the Internet (‘open distant learning ). This programm e has a strong EU
component with dedicated publications and seminars, in which participants learn about and
discuss general EU affairs and specific policies. In order to facilitate this process, the network
has a small Brussels office, which not just collects information that is needed ‘at home but
also reaches out to EU institutions, through organising study visits and engaging in lobbying
work. This bottom-to-top initiative works best on core issues of a membership organisation,
but on more general issues (the importance of the European Union in general, pro s and con s
of the joint Euro currency) and towards a diffuse target group such as the general population,
these activities are also affected by EU fatigue .

An innovating method on informing and effectively involving thousands of citizens in
preparatory discussions prior to governmental policy making was reported from the
Netherlands, which was not yet (but might be) applied on EU level. On a countrywide basis
and through several means (questionnaires inserted in local newspapers, information spread
on the internet, phone contacts, discussion groups), citizens have been asked their opinion
about key issues in imminent spatial planning policies (such as housing, employment,
infrastructures, etc.). This resulted in more than 20.000 people reacting actively, which
eventually led to recommendations being taken on board by the government in its policy
implementation. Crucial conditions for the success of this process are genuine openness and
easy accessibility to anyone interested in participation, controversiality of the issues and
proposals dealt with, and commitment by the authorities to take the outcome into account in
its actual policies.

On its part, the European Commission realises that information to and involvement of citizens
can only be effective if they find the issue relevant for their daily experience and goes beyond
the odd ‘dramatic incident in which the relevance of the EU becomes app arent. Therefore, the
White Paper includes proposals to initiate ‘upstream processes and reach out to the general
population, to stimulate the development of an EU public sphere. They aim to broaden and
deepen contacts with civil society organisations, beyond established special interest groups
which are already effectively functioning in Brussels. Public discussions must precede and not
just react on the EU decision making process; the expertise of local and regional,
democratically elected representatives must be tapped; a wider range of consultation
processes must be set up, ranging from traditional methods (hearings, reactions to Green
Papers) to using new technology such as interactive internet chats. A problem of equity is the
fact that not all groups and individuals have the means of participating in consultations.
Transparency is needed, which consultation methods were applied, who was involved and how
the proposals resulting from those processes were honoured and why (or not).
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Workshop 2 — EU funding

Starting from an exchange on each participant s personal experience and feeling about the
potential demand for information and training on EU funding, the workshop highlighted the
following three questions, experienced by not-for-profit organisations in their relations with the
EU.

How to get and provide information on EU funding?

Participants listed and discussed several sources of information , such as the Europa website,
Grantfinder, EU info newsletters, Eufis (the database on EU funding provided by the Bank fir
Sozialwirtschaft), networks of associations, national co-ordination units of European
programm es.

It was concluded that a lot of information is actually available on EU funding, but that it is a
problem to sort out this information and to disseminate it to potential applicants.

How to find potential partners?

Different steps in the search for potential partners were listed:
Identify partners to meet the matching funding requirement;

Be able to join or start transnational projects, i.e. be ready on a national level before
aiming at the European level;

Partner search services do work, but how to finance preparatory meetings?

Language / costs issues: how and where to get reimbursement for other preparatory
expenses, in particular with respect to applicant countries?

Take transnational partnerships seriously;

Public authorities should realise that they have en interest in providing seed money for the
preparatory phase of a project .

How to extend funding for good projects?

The importance of sustainability of the project has been stressed: EU funding is too o ften
allocated to short-term projects and the end of the funding often causes the project to be
ended too. In order to avoid that:

It is necessary to plan from the beginning of the project what is to happen afterwards;
Local (both regional and national) support is important;

Other sources must be found such as large companies, regional and local authorities, to
avoid d ependency;

Fundraising expenses should be eligible as part of a EU funded project;

NGO s need help to be self-sustainable.

The previous solutions have been suggested by the participants, concluding on the importance
of networking, to meet the huge necessity and demand to share experience and practices in
the complex field of EU funding.
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Workshop 3 — EU legislation and the not-for-profit sector

Several EU based associations, especially those with a purpose of dealing with information and
training about European issues, aim at giving a European dimension to their projects and
developing joint projects with citizens and organisations from other EU member countries.
Since legislation issues in the process of European construction have a certain impact on the
not-for-profit sector, this workshop gave an overview of the current legal context of European
associations.

This workshop was built on the introduction given in the roundtable discussion legislation and
the not-for-profit sector in the plenary session. It started by comparing national laws of EU
member states on the not-for-profit sector. Though we inevitably face the usual distinction
between civil law and common law traditions, a common ground can be found in both systems,
such as the principle of tax exemption in the not-for-profit sector.

A second point concerned the influence of European legislation on national law of EU member
states. With reference to the Treaties, the not-for-profit sector is guaranteed several rights in
the European space regarding freedom of association, competition rules, public funding, etc.
But the question is then: since the not-for-profit sector already has a legal framework to its
activities in the EU, and since the Court of Justice of the EU pays particular attention to respect
of these existing rules, what would be the advantage of the statute for a European association?
The answer consists of two points: first of all, such a regulation would have a psychological
impact. The founding of a legal link between not-for-profit organisations all over Europe
would certainly encourage cross-border partnerships, etc. Moreover, such a regulation would
guarantee more fairness in national legal systems which do not have adequate regulations
of the not-for-profit sector, like it is the case in France.

As a third step, the discussion focused on the current state of the draft regulation on the
statute for a European association. The end of 2003 may see the adoption of the proposal, but
only if two main problems are solved by then. First, the principle of subsidiarity: the countries
lacking legislation on not-for-profit organisations do not like being compelled to adopt a
regulation. Second, there is a political debate about the participation in the decision making
process by the employees of the organisation, which is the main obstacle to an agreement.
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Working and discussion groups

The working and discussion groups aimed at exploring specific themes and subjects, in order
to stimulate the creation of new projects, informal collaboration, and the exchange of ideas
and material. Nine topics were proposed and the participants were given the opportunity to
come up with their own topics. A working group could only be formed if there were at least 5
interested participants, which resulted in three such groups:

Informing and involving citizens on EU affairs

The main issue is that even in non Euro-sceptical countries, it is often difficult to access
information, which has a discouraging effect on the public. The key question is then: how to
generate civil awareness about the EU ?

Organisations providing information and training on the EU, such as ours, can contribute to
find a solution. The best method is obviously to meet EU institutions in flesh, i.e. to set up trips
to Brussels, but this is far from cheap and will involve very few persons. Another way can be
found in the fact that the interest in EU often starts with very concrete problems, such as local
environmental problems which require a solution at a European level.

The conclusion is that, if an organisation wants European funding, it has to set up a new
project of European dimension, which requires a reflection on the European dimension of its
activities.

In other words, not-for-profit organisations need to realise and use the EU dimension of their
daily, ordinary work.
Building transnational partnerships

The first step to meet and build a transnational partnership is to identify a potential partner.
In order to do that, several possibilities exist:

Databases can help to identify possible partners, but they face several constraints
regarding the quality of the information they provide, language barriers and the problem of
acc essibility, since not all organisations have the possibility or the cultural reflex to surf
the internet;

Since existing databases and permanent sources of information (in writing, on the Web, ..)
are not enough, personal networking is another solution, like seminars or a Forum such as
this one. A network is hard to maintain, but it is also a good opportunity to find partners;

Participation in EU programm es makes the organisation more visible;
Another solution is the use of Brussels-based organisations and networks;

Regional offices can also be a source of information for not-for-profit organisations.

On the other hand, setting up transnational partnership often meets several constraints:

It is not enough to know how to find and contact a partner. Further information is required
about the partner itself, but also about its country and its legal, administrative, cultural and
other context;

EU funding rules are applied differently in member states and even regions;

Small NGO s (especially those not in networks) are de facto excluded from EU issues.

So the creation and development of courses on EU funding and transnational partnerships are
important, to professionalise what networks and organisations such as ours are doing. The
creation of a common database which links between existing databases, would also help
going beyond national-level databases.
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How the voluntary sector can be helped to access EU funding?

Two main subjects of concern were identified and developed by the participants:

How to find information on the EU?

Several sources exist, such as general newsletters, newsletters sent by DG s, leadernet
(information system), websites (EU and local/regional authorities), liasing with partners,
setting up a network, information on events.

In other words, when there is no direct accessto information (through EU institutions and/or
websites) it is always possible to find information on the EU in the different member states. In
each of them, there is plenty of information provided by the public as well as the private
sector. But these providers are rarely networked, though such a solution would promote
sharing of information and thus reduce the costs.

How to help NGOs to access EU funding?

Regarding the basic assistance that can be offered to not-for-profit organisations, several
proposals were made:

First steps: it is important to make clear that just having an idea is not enough. Not-for-
profit organisations should be helped to define a project and start by wondering why they
want to apply for European funding;

Explaining possibilities of funding: giving an overview of the documents (programmes,
forms, guidelines, et cetera), the constraints, the existing general vademecum on grant
management and good practice guides;

Just transmitting information on EU funding may have been enough in the past. It is no
longer the case, due to the current multiplication of applications for EU grants. It is thus
important to supply a targeted service;

Another kind of help can be brought by acting at the Commission level, by lobbying for
clearer criteria of application, a better allocation of the available means, and the creation of
programm es that really suit the needs of grassroots organisations.

The question of who pays and/or should pay for funding information has also been discussed
by the participants, but there no final and agreed joint conclusion was reached
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The Agora

The Agora was the central point of the forum where participants visited product presentations
and exhibition stalls, took part in partner search and networked to meet other participants.

Stands

Dedicated information stands: ID s, EBU, Associatif financier, BFS Service, EBU - University

of Bradford, Instituut voor Publiek en Politiek, Juris Associations (organisers) and La
Boutique des associations (participant);

Documentation display on shared stand: BAG EJSA, CEDAG, Centre Voltaire pour

| économie sociale, German Association for Public and Private Welfare, NCVO, Paritatische
Akademie, Polish NGO Office in Brussels, Radio Student Public Institute, Sources d Europe,
Vastmanland International Co-operation.

Meeting point and ads
A space was specially equipped for
partner search (panel and forms to fill in, see next page for details);

convening informal meetings.

Presentations

In addition to the scheduled programme, internet, Power Point and oral presentations were
made by participants during the Agora time about their training and information work, their
projects, their organisation: European Briefing Unit, Bank fir Sozialwirtschaft, Vastmanland
International Co-operation, Union of European Citizens.

European Forum for providers of EU information and training to not-for-profit organisations
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Partner search facility

In addition to informal contacts and the possibilities for the organisations to give a
presentation of their activities during the Agora, a specific partner search facility was made
available for participants, which resulted in the following projects being presented:

BFS - service seeks partners with experience in spreading EU information to exchange on
possibilities of marketing and financing an internet-based database on EU funding, but
also to expand its activities in other countries and to co-operate with other organisations.
Further information about the organisation: www .sozialbank.de

Contact: s.knaepper@sozialbank.de

The European Briefing Unit is interested in successful experiences with capacity
building in the social economy sector, to be presented in workshops at a conference in
Stockholm. it is also looking for partners to develop a postgraduate diploma course for
people involved in EU funding and information, and to make this diplomaa Europe-wide
gualification. Partners could either be universities, colleges, other training organisations or
government bodies dealing with funding, municipalities and NGO umbrella organisations.
Further information about the organisation: www .brad.ac/acad/ebu

Contact: ebu@bradford.ac.uk

The Polish NGO Office in Brussels calls for partnership with NGOs and commercial
companies to help Polish NGOs on their possible role in the Structural Funds, to
participate in pre-accession funding for local projects, to learn about information
campaigns in applicant countries before membership referenda, and to found partnerships
in other countries in Central and Eastern Europe.

Further information about the organisation: www .ngo.pl , contact: eu@eu.ngo.pl

The Union of European Experts Chambers seeks partners to develop professional
training with Central/Eastern Europe and Maghreb countries.

Further information about the organisation: www .uceenews.org

Contact: president@uceenews.org

IPP The Dutch Centre for Civic Education looks for partners in three projects:

in Central and East European countries : informing, investigating the opinions and
feelings of citizens about EU accession.

setting up shadow elections’ among young people in the forthcoming elections for
the European Parliament

with migrants organisations or others: onmigrants with a formal resident s status and
their lack of EU citizenship and political rights.

Further information about the organisation: www .publiek-politiek.nl
Contact: e.habbenjansen@publiek-politiek.nl

ID's —Information Diffusion Europe Associations wants to set up partnerships within
the framework of the European Voluntary Service: exchange of experience and practices
with similar organisations through participating programm e of exchanging young
volunteers. Partners: similar organisations involved in EU information and training.
Further information about the organisation: www .idseurope.org

Contact: info@idseurope.org

The partner search facility will be followed up through the Network section of
www .idseurope.org
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The Future of the Network

The Forum ended with a plenary discussion and a 'core group’ meeting of the Forum
organisers with other organisations. There was general agreement that it will be
useful to continue and expand the Network beyond this Forum, within certain
conditions that have to be met to enable the organisations present to comm it
themselves to further involvement (finances, contributions in kind and — or time).

The near future and the next Forum

It will be necessary to draft and agree on a joint charter, clearly formulating not only the main
philosophy of the Network in general terms but also its actual aims and activities. In any case,
the Network does not deal with policy substance such as youth, environment, social affairs et
cetera, for which there exist effective national and EU-wide umbrella organisations. These may
well be involved in the Network on comm on interests with regard to EU information and
training.

One aim of the Network might be to increase the visibility of organisations providing EU
information and training to the not-for-profit sector and promotion of the exchange of
information, experience and expertise, at a regular Forum like this one and by other means.

With regard to priorities and possibilities in 2002, it was agreed that organising a next Forum
might be considered for autumn 2002 at the earliest or spring 2003 at the latest. It should be
focused on specific content and allow participants to learn from speakers and from each other.
Suggestions included benchmarking on training on fundraising, use of information retrieval
and distribution from and through the Internet.

Financial and organisational comm itments

It will be difficult to re-create the network every year around a Forum, so a minimum
commitment (also financially and in kind) and common activity throughout the year is
necessary.

In the initial stage of the above process, contributions by current and future partners may
include cash payment for covering direct administrative costs, time, skills and facilities,
presupp osing sufficient discussion, agreement and realistic prospects for achieving the
practical aims of the Network.

A necessary condition will be to ensure substantial EU or other external funding (including
consecutive EU presidencies who may be willing to do something extra). This must be
supplemented by a participation fee or other forms of co-financing, also taking different levels
of financial possibilities of larger and smaller organisations into account.

It was agreed that ID's keeps the role of co-ordinating partner.

Organisations represented at the Core Group meeting:

Bank Fir Sozialwirtschaft " IDs Information Diffusion Europe
Boutique des Associations Associations
CEDEGES (agence conseil en économie " Informal European Theatre Meeting
sociale) " Juris Associations
European Briefing Unit, University of " OPPEF (Overleg Partners Particuliere
Bradford Europese Fondsen)
Fundacio de la solidaritat i el voluntariat de " Union of European Experts Chambers
la communitat Valenciana " Union of European Citizens
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Forum organisers

The founding partners of the Network / Forum organisers have for many years been involved
in and supporting activities of several associations in EU Member States :

Information Diffusion Europe
Associations (I1D’s)

www .idseurope.org

ID’s, initiator and co-ordinator of the
Network, is based in Brussels. It aims to
help organisations in the not-for-profit
sector to widen their perspectives and add a
European aspect to their work by:

- Partnerships for developing European
training and information;

- Tailor-made services: support for setting
up European projects.

Instituut voor Publiek en
Politiek (1 PP)

www .publiek-politiek.nl

The Netherlands. Specialised agency and
publisher in the field of civic education
projects for education, associations, local
government, related to issues at local,
national or international level : providing
information, opinion building and
encouraging citizens to participate. PP co-
founded POLITEIA, an all-European network
of citizenship education organisations

(www .politeia.net).

L'Associatif financier

www .associatiffinancier.be

Belgium (French region). Specialises in
advice, information and training in creating
and managing not-for-profit organisations.
Its ‘Centre Voltaire pour I'’économie sociale
hosts and serves as a resource centre for
associations and the social economy,
including on Europe.

European Briefing Unit (EBU)

http:// www .brad.ac.uk/acad/ebu/

United Kingdom. EBU, a section of the
University of Bradford, provides a range of
information and training opp ortunities, in
the UK and abroad, for the voluntary
sector, local authorities and university
departments on European funding and
project management. EBU courses,
conferences and detailed programm es are
announced on its website. EBU publishes a
weekly newsletter.

BFS Service

www .sozialbank.de

Germany. A branch of the Bank fir
Sozialwirtschaft, BFS also has a Brussels
office. It offers internet based information
about EU funding and is a communication
platform for those who engage in European
affairs. It organises seminars on social
management of voluntary organisations and
on EU funding for its shareholders and
customers, most of them health and social
sector organisations.

Juris Associations

WWW .juris-associations.com

France. Publishes books and provides
information, training and services to French
associations and their partners with regard
to management (legal, fiscal, accounting,
social aspects).



