
Net w or k on Eu r opean in f o r m at ion an d t r a in in g f o r  no t - fo r - p r of i t  o r gan isat ion s

·   Associat if financier   ·   BFS Service  ·  EBU, Universit y of Bradford  ·

·   I D’s   ·   I nst ituut voo r  Publiek en Polit iek  ·   Juris  associat ions  ·

Eu r op ean For um

for  providers  of EU inform at ion and t raining to not - for-profit organisat ions

-------

Br u ssels, 2 9 -3 0  Nov em ber  2 00 1

-------

BACOB  >  Rue de Trèves, 25 B-1040 Brussels

-------

Or gan ised w i t h  t h e su pp or t  o f

European Com mission –  DG for  Educat ion and Culture
BACOB Bank –  Belgium

REPORT

I D's  –  I nform at ion Diffusion Europe Associat ions
135 Avenue Voltaire, B-1030 Brussels
Telephone ·  Fax +  32 (0)2 735 13 01
info@idseurope.org ·  www .idseurope.org

15 th March 2002



European Forum for providers of EU information and training to not-for-profit organisations
Final Report

Execut ive Summary

The European Forum for  providers  of EU inform at ion and t raining to not - for-profit
organisat ions gathered m ore than 50 organisat ions  (about 70 individuals) from 12 count ries
inside and outside the EU, who are act ive in the not - for-profit sector, EU inst it ut ions, academic
organisat ions and the pr ivate sector. The organisers  designed it as  a mee t ing place for  a
variety of organisat ions, to assist them in sharpening their  thinking and im proving their
pract ice on the quest ions  that all  are faced with.

The Forum was opened on 29 Novem ber  by Ms. Barbara O’Too le, MEP, who highlighted the
im portance of the White Paper on European Governance from the angle of relat ions with the
not - for-profit sector. This  was  followed by a Round Table with prominent speakers  from the EU
inst itut ions  and pract it ioners  from the not -for-profit sector. This  session explored the cur rent
relat ions  between the EU and the not -for-profit sector, and established the key is sues  on:  the
relevance of the EU for  the sector  and EU cit izens;  EU inform at ion and t raining:  experiences,
needs and prospects;  legislat ion and the not - for-profit sector  ................................... (page 2)

The Round Table was  fol lowed by three parallel workshops  on:  Cit izens’ involvem ent and
lobb ying on European issues;  EU funding for  NGOs;  and EU legislat ion. In each workshop,
needs and problem s of NGOs  were explored, as  well as  different ways  of providing inform at ion
and t raining, as  the basis  for  a discussion on best pract ices  ..................................... (page 5)

On 30 Novem ber  part icipants  further  explored them es and subjects  of their  choice in working
and discussion groups  on inform ing and involving cit izens on EU affairs;  building t ransnat ional
partnerships;  helping the not - for-profit sector  to acc ess  EU funding .......................... (page 8)

The Forum ended with a plenary discussion and a m eet ing of the Forum organisers  with other
organisat ions, willing to develop p lans and im plement act ivit ies  to secure the cont inuat ion of
the Network ..................................................................................................... (page 11)

The Forum also included the Agora, an inform al meet ing place with exhibit ions. The t im ing of
m ee t ings  and long lunch breaks  provided am ple opp ortunit ies  for  networking, private
m ee t ings, as well as  att ending exhibit ion stalls, internet and power point presentat ions. A
bullet in board (now available through I D's  website) was  used by part icipants  to subm it t heir
needs for  partner search .............................................................................. (pages  10/ 11)
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Developing relevant  EU informat ion and t raining for  t he
not - for-prof i t  sector  –  w hy, how , on w hat , w it h w hom?

The first European Forum for  providers  of EU inform at ion and t raining to not - for-profit
organisat ions took place in Brussels, on the 29 t h and the 30 t h of Novem ber 2001.

B a c k g r o u n d

The organising Network on European inform at ion and t raining for  not - for-profit organisat ions
was  form ed in 2000 by seven organisat ions  from Belgium , France, Germ any, the Netherlands
and the UK, which are all  involved in providing inform at ion, t raining or  consultancy to
voluntary and other  not - for-profit organisat ions. They deal with different aspects  of the EU,
which are relevant for  NGOs:  funding, legislat ion, policy, cit izens� involvement , as  well as
lobb ying of EU inst itut ions. The aim s  and tasks  of the Network and it s  first Forum are:

¨  exchanging ideas  and init iat ives  am ongst organisat ions  in Europe act ive in providing EU
inform at ion and t raining to not - for-profit organisat ions;

¨  widening the network to other  organisat ions in the field.

Th e EU  a n d t h e n o t - f o r - p r o f i t  s e c t o r

There is  a strong relat ion of mutual interest between the European Union and the not - for-profit
sector. The Union must deal with n ot - for-profit organisat ions, who have genuine interests,
relevant experience and posit ions  in a broad range of policy fields. As  such, they represent a
large sect ion of society, i.e. of European cit izens. In return, those organisat ions  are faced with
the fact that European construct ion is  gett ing too real, t oo strong and too interest ing to be
ignored, with the ongoing broadening of EU involvement beyond t radit ional economic policies
and the perspect ive of Cent ral and Eastern countries  joining the Union. Europe and not - for-
profit organisat ions  cont inuously interact , out of their  act ive and m utual interest . Most
comm on issues  are:

¨  the im pact of EU policy on the varied fields  of act iv it y of the sector,

¨  the growing im portance of European funding to supp ort t heir  projects  and programm es,

¨  the readiness and possibilit ies  of civ il  society organisat ions, as vehicles  of the concerns  and
interests  of EU cit izens, for  policy advocacy.

However, though this  link between EU authorit ies  and the not - for-profit sector  does  really
exist , and though it is  also form alised by the Treat ies, their  relat ion is  st ill lim ited by several
obstacles. Except from larger  nat ional organisat ions  and some Brussels-based networks, m any
organisat ions are insufficient ly inform ed and equipped to deal with the com plexity of European
adm inist rat ion and legislat ion. Due to a lack of relevant inform at ion and t raining, they are not
always  opt im ally able to face the ever-growing challenges and to use the vast range of
possibilit ies  offered by the EU.

I f one wants  to solve this  problem and mee t t his  dem and for  inform at ion and t raining on the
EU, one should first clarify the exact needs of the not - for-profit sector, and allow them to
exchange experiences  and prospects. More specifical ly, the lack of a comm on frame in
legislat ion and fiscal regulat ions  often causes  serious  problem s  in contacts  and comm on
act iv it ies  of organisat ions  at a European level. St ill, a few proposals  have been m ade to solve
this  problem , such as the draft Regulat ion on a Statute for  a European associat ion.

EU inst it ut ions and the not -for-profit sector  can benefit from each other.
To solve pract ical problem s, and to m eet t he sector 's  needs  and d em ands,

providers  of EU inform at ion and t raining have a role to play.
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Set t ing t he scene –  Roundtable discussion

Op e n i n g

The opening speaker  was Mrs Bar bar a O'Too le, Mem ber  of the European Parl iam ent and
rapp orteur  for  the White Paper of the Com mission on European Governance1 in the EP
Comm it tee on Culture, Youth, Educat ion, the Media and Sport .

Mrs  O'Too le st ressed that t he White Paper on EU governance is  the m ost cr it ical issue for  the
Union before it s  enlargem ent . I t is  an explicit recognit ion that EU inst it ut ions, st ructures and
organisat ion are no longer  adapted to current realit ies  and issues.

The White Paper  is  about set t ing up dem ocracy for  a new and enlarged Europe, but also about
ensuring that acc ess  to the dem ocrat ic process  is  spread as  widely as possible and reaches
down to the very grassroo ts  of society. In this  context not - for-profit organisat ions  and
networks  such as  ours  car ry a substant ial responsibilit y for  delivery of public policy and
providing the general public with inform at ion on and acc ess  to the decision m aking process.

Governance in the EU faces a double challenge:  on the one hand, global governance has
becom e a concrete reality that anyone having a television can see. On the other hand, local
m ovem ents  are becom ing m ore and m ore im portant . The White Paper is  m ore than just a
reform of the administ rat ion. I t is  about reform ing dem ocracy, to suit the needs of the 21st

century.

For  Mrs  O'Too le, dem onst rat ions  such as  those around the EU sum mit of Nice, and earlier  in
Seatt le or  in Davos, show not only a world-wide ideological st ruggle, but also indicate that
m ore and m ore people just want t heir  voice to be heard and are struggling to be involved in
the dem ocrat ic process  as it is  designed:  they want t o come to term s with the local level they
can reach, in a society which m ay seem scaring because it is  global. For the European Union, it
is  im portant t o inform and involve them , but in addit ion to this  dem ocrat ic process  it is  crucial
that t he EU delivers  policies  that are relevant for  the populat ion and the organisat ions  that
represent their  interests.

Ro u n d t a b l e 1  -
Re l e v a n c e o f  t h e EU  f o r  t h e n o t - f o r - p r o f i t  s e c t o r  a n d EU  c i t i z e n s

¨  Mar t in  Kr oe ger , from the Secretar iat General of the European Com mission, was a
m em ber  of a preparatory working group on the White Paper on EU governance, for  which
he wrote the report on form alising the r ights  of civi l  society to be involved. He st ressed the
large field covered by the co-operat ion between the Comm ission and the not - for-profit
sector, and the im portant role of not - for-profit organisat ions. They foster  the concept of
part icipatory dem ocracy, but also act as representat ives  of groups  who o therwise would not
be represented in any dialogue with the Union. They also cont ribute to policy m aking and
project m anagem ent and prom ote the very idea of European integrat ion. The White Paper
on EU governance aim s  at deeper co-operat ion between the Com mission and the not - for-
profit sector, but t he im portance of that process  is  quest ioned. There are lim its  to it s
relevance in the decision m aking process:  it is  not only seen as a challenge to o ther
sources  of legit im acy, the European Parliam ent in part icular, it is  also technically
com plicated to achieve. But it is  im portant :  the Com mission is  inevitably at a distance from
concrete, real- life problem s  ‘on the ground� and needs the expert ise of grassroo ts  actors,
which gives  networks  such as  ours  an im portant role to play.

                                        
1 European Governance, a white paper  -  COM(2001) 428 f inal (25/ 7/ 2001)
More informat ion on htt p: // europa.eu.in t / comm / governance/



European Forum for providers of EU information and training to not-for-profit organisations - 3
Final Report

¨  Go r don Deuch ar s  works  for  AGE, the European Older  People Plat form , after  having
obtained a r ich experience on relat ions between the EU and NGO

�

s  in the Liaison
Comm it tee of Developm ent NGO

�

s. He st ressed that t im e is  needed for  set t ing up a
dialogue process, im plem ented by the Comm ission and the creat ion of a real dialogue and
a culture of inform at ion, operat ing at each and every level of the Union.
Mr  Deuchars  also highlighted the dualit y of the process  of EU funding. I f an organisat ion
app lies  for  EU funding, it should be aware that it has  a consequence for  the content of it s
work. To a certain extent , such a project will  im plem ent public policy of the Union, and
create pressure on the organisat ion to adapt it s  work in a specific direct ion, determ ined by
the EU. Not -for-profit organisat ions  should be aware of this  and therefore need full  and
digest ible inform at ion, which is  why a network such as  ours  is  im portant .

¨  Jan Ols son , from the Economic and Social Com mit tee (ESC) , is  President of the sect ion for
Em ploym ent , Social affairs, and Cit izenship, and a leading mem ber of the "Various
I nterests"  group, which includes not- for-profit organisat ions. As  the ESC is  com posed of
representat ives  of organised civil  society, it is  deeply involved in the debate on the role of
civil society in EU policy m aking and the White Paper  on EU governance. According to Mr
Olsson, this  debate will lead to a change of the com posit ion of the ESC.
He also m ent ioned that t he ESC is  recept ive to the views  of any civil society organisat ion,
though it is  pract ically im possible that all these opinions are t ransm itt ed to the ESC. This  is
where organisat ions  should use or  create networks to t ransmit their  views and interests  to
the EU. And regarding their  relat ions with the ESC, Mr  Olsson m ent ioned that t he
Comm it tee could be used by those networks  as  a plat form to persuade other  actors  to
adhere to their  views.

¨  San d r a Kr oeger , project co-ordinator  of BAG EJSA (Germ an federal working group on
protestant social work for  young people) , st ressed the increasing relevance of the EU
beyond its  init ial, st r ict ly econom ical dom ain. I t now extends the scope of it s  involvement
into creat ing a social Europe, in which EU inst itut ions  interact with various players  in the
field. Nat ional contexts  differ  great ly:  France keeps a t radit ion of ‘econom ie sociale�, I t aly
has  its  associat ions, independent from church and state, the UK focuses  on h arm onising it s
social services with local developm ent st rategies  and Germ any follows  the m odel of
subsidiar it y. Recent ly, t radit ionally st rong nat ional policy tends  to be devoluted to lower
authorit ies  and im plem ent ing organisat ions  from the sector  it self, while EU involvem ent ,
through these organisat ions, tends to increase, as  is  illust rated by the social paragraphs  of
the recent ly adopted Charter  of Fundamental Rights. The growing num ber of socially
excluded persons  necessitates that consequences of globalisat ion are tackled on EU level.
This  also st imulates the creat ion of a culture of dialogue with social sector  organisat ions
and of t ransnat ional networking in the sector  itself, which should keep local and regional
real life expert ise and involvem ent intact .



European Forum for providers of EU information and training to not-for-profit organisations - 4
Final Report

Ro u n d t a b l e 2  -  EU  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d t r a i n i n g :  e x p e r i e n ce s ,  n ee d s  a n d p r o s p e c t s
o f  t h e n o t - f o r - p r o f i t  s e c t o r

¨  Olga I m ber t  is  responsible for  the dist ribut ion of inform at ion at Sources d
�

Europe, a m ajor
EU inform at ion cent re in Paris. I t funct ions  as a ‘clearing house� and provides  inform at ion
and t raining about t he EU ( l ibrary, t raining for  teachers  and pupils  in schoo ls, exhibit ions
on EU related topics, et cetera) . I t also seeks  cross-border comm unicat ion by networking
with other inform at ion providers  and aim s  at establishing joint act ivit ies  both with public
bodies  and private enterpr ises.

¨  Ser ge De Back er  is  a journalist and works  for  Agence Alter, which digests  and ret ransm its
inform at ion on the EU, m ost ly to francophone Belgian associat ions. Agence Alter  is  also
involved in RES-e-NET  Europe, an init iat ive that intends  to bring together  EU civil  society
organisat ions act ive in the field of New Inform at ion Technology. He pointed at t he m assive
am ount of available inform at ion supplied by EU itself and by external providers, and the
difficult y to sort it out . Mr De Backer  ment ioned the necessit y to im prove the quality of
inform at ion, but he also warned part icipants  about relying only on EU funding. Working
together with the EU requires m oney, and an organisat ion should never t ry to adapt it s
project t o specific budget lines, since these m ay well be too theoret ical with regard to
actual realit y.

Ro u n d t a b l e 3
Le g i s l a t i o n  a n d t h e n o t - f o r - p r o f i t  s e c t o r ,  a n  i n t r o d u c t i o n

¨  Apost o los  I oak im id is from DG Enterprise of the European Comm ission gave a quick
overview of the current situat ion regarding the statute for  a European associat ion:  a draft
regulat ion was  proposed in 1992 and discussed in 19932. Then it was set aside, since it was
linked to three other  draft regulat ions regarding the statute for  a European co-operat ive, a
European mutual and a European Com pany. The last one, considered as  the m ost
im portant , was the first to be discussed and has  finally been adopted in Nice, 17 years
after  the not ion first app eared in a resolut ion adopted by the Parl iam ent in 1984. Doo rs  are
now open for  technical discussion on the three other  projects. Possible deadline by end
2003.

¨  Pr of esso r  El i e A l f an dar y , who teaches  law at the Universit y of Paris-Dauphine, stated
that not -for-profit organisat ions  could br ing a new perspect ive into the EU, based on
som ething different t han just m onetary and economical concerns. On the other  hand, he
also expected from the Union that it would guarantee m ore internal dem ocracy and proper
funct ioning for  em ployees  and voluntee rs  of not - for-profit organisat ions  in countr ies  such
as  France, which has  poo r  legislat ion in this  respect .

¨  Mat t h ieu Hav ar d , co-ordinator  of CEDAG, the European Council for  Voluntary
Organisat ions, gave three reasons why creat ing a statute for  a European associat ion is
im portant :  f irst , it would be an official recognit ion of the existence of the not - for-profit
sector  in Europe. Second, it would guarantee the right of not - for-profit organisat ions  to
take up an (econom ic) act iv it y all  over the EU. Third, it would solve m any problem s in
developing cross-border  act ivit ies  in Europe.
Agreem ent already exists  on som e e lem ents  of the statute:  it will be fully opt ional for  EU
m em ber  states  and even if t hey integrate it in their  nat ional legislat ion, the states  will  keep
full  com petency in several f ields  such as  fiscal policy. The statute will  also guarantee the
legal capacity of the organisat ion �  provided it s  statutes  al low it , and it will  apply both to
general interest organisat ions  and to o rganisat ions dealing with sectorial interests.   

                                        
2 See Off icial Journals  1992 n°  C 99 and C 223, and OJ 1993 n°  C 42 and C 236
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Workshops

W o r k s h o p 1  –  Ci t i z e n s '  p a r t i c i p a t i o n

I n addit ion to and between general European and nat ional parliam entary elect ions, there are
several ways  of informing and involving cit izens  in EU policy debates, in direct contact with
cit izens and through cit izen-based organisat ions. The lat ter  category goes  far  beyond polit ical
part ies  and t rade unions  with their  long t radit ion of represent ing cit izens. Increasingly, the
broad and varied spectrum of not - for-profit organisat ions  collects, m oulds  and represents  the
views and interests  of (sect ions  of) public opinion.

The need for  new m ethods  of inform at ion and involvem ent in EU affairs  is  highlighted by the
growing ‘EU fat igue�, as  exem plif ied in declining turnout in European elect ions, Eurobarometer
opinion polls, etc. In this  workshop two part icular  experiences in this  field were discussed.

I n Sweden, a network of 17 public health (alcohol, drugs) related NGO�s  uses  its  72 local
branches which organise interact ive study circles, using factual inform at ion and discussion
plat form s on the I nternet ( ‘open distant learning�) . This  programm e has  a st rong EU
com ponent with dedicated publicat ions  and seminars, in which part icipants  learn about and
discuss general EU affairs  and specific policies. I n order  to facilit ate this  process, the network
has  a sm all Brussels  office, which n ot just collects  inform at ion that is  needed ‘at hom e� but
also reaches  out t o EU inst it ut ions, through organising study visit s  and engaging in lobb ying
work. This  

�

bott om - to-top
�

init iat ive works  best on core issues of a m em bership organisat ion,
but on m ore general issues (the im portance of the European Union in general, pro�s  and con�s
of the joint Euro currency) and towards a diffuse target group such as the general populat ion,
these act ivit ies  are also affected by 

�

EU fat igue
�

.

An inn ovat ing m ethod on informing and effect ively involving thousands  of cit izens  in
preparatory discussions  prior  to governm ental policy m aking was  reported from the
Netherlands, which was  not yet (but might be) applied on EU level. On a count rywide basis
and through several means  (quest ionn aires  inserted in local newspapers, inform at ion spread
on the internet , phone contacts, discussion groups) , cit izens  have been asked their  opinion
about key issues  in im minent spat ial planning policies  (such as housing, em ploym ent ,
infrast ructures, etc.) . This  resulted in m ore than 20.000 people react ing act ively, which
eventually led to recomm endat ions being taken on board by the governm ent in it s  policy
im plementat ion. Crucial condit ions  for  the succ ess  of this  process are genuine openness  and
easy accessibility to anyone interested in part icipat ion, cont roversiality of the issues  and
proposals  dealt with, and comm itment by the authorit ies  to take the outcome into acc ount in
it s  actual policies.

On its  part , t he European Comm ission realises  that inform at ion to and involvement of cit izens
can only be e ffect ive if t hey find the issue relevant for  their  daily experience and goes  beyond
the odd ‘dram at ic incident � in which the relevance of the EU becom es app arent . Therefore, the
White Paper includes  proposals  to init iate ‘upst ream processes� and reach out to the general
populat ion, to st imulate the developm ent of an EU public sphere. They aim to broaden and
deepen contacts  with civil  society organisat ions, beyond established special interest groups
which are already effect ively funct ioning in Brussels. Public discussions  m ust precede and not
just react on the EU decision m aking process;  the expert ise of local and regional,
dem ocrat ically elected representat ives  must be tapp ed;  a wider  range of consultat ion
processes  must be set up, ranging from tradit ional m ethods (hearings, react ions  to Green
Papers) to using new technology such as  interact ive internet chats. A problem of equit y is  the
fact t hat not al l  groups and individuals  have the m eans of part icipat ing in consultat ions.
Transparency is  needed, which consultat ion m ethods  were applied, who was  involved and how
the proposals  result ing from those processes were honoured and why (or  not ) .
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W o r k s h o p 2  –  EU  f u n d i n g

Start ing from an exchange on each part icipant
�

s  personal experience and feeling about t he
potent ial dem and for  inform at ion and t raining on EU funding, the workshop highlighted the
fol lowing three quest ions, experienced by not - for-profit organisat ions in their  relat ions with the
EU.

How to get and provide inform at ion on EU funding?

Part icipants  l isted and discussed several sources  of inform at ion , such as  the Europa website,
Grant finder, EU info newslet ters, Eufis  ( the database on EU funding provided by the Bank für
Sozialwirt schaft ) , networks  of associat ions, nat ional co-ordinat ion unit s  of European
programm es.

I t was  concluded that a lot of inform at ion is  actually available on EU funding, but t hat it is  a
problem to sort out t his  inform at ion and to disseminate it t o potent ial applicants.

How to find potent ial partners?

Different steps  in the search for  potent ial partners  were listed:

¨  I dent ify partners  to m eet the m atching funding requirem ent ;

¨  Be able to join or  start t ransnat ional projects, i.e. be ready on a nat ional level before
aiming at t he European level;

¨  Partner  search services do work, but how to finance preparatory m ee t ings?

¨  Language / costs  is sues:  how and where to get reim bursem ent for  other preparatory
expenses, in part icular  with respect to applicant count ries?

¨  Take t ransnat ional partnerships  seriously;

¨  Public authorit ies  should realise that they have en interest in providing seed m oney for  the
preparatory phase of a project .

How to extend funding for  good projects?

The im portance of sustainability of the project has been st ressed:  EU funding is  too o ften
allocated to short - term projects  and the end of the funding often causes  the project to be
ended too . In order to avoid that :

¨  I t is  necessary to plan from the beginning of the project what is  to happen afterwards;

¨  Local (both regional and nat ional) supp ort is  im portant ;

¨  Other  sources  m ust be found such as large com panies, regional and local authorit ies, to
avoid d ependency;

¨  Fundraising expenses should be e ligible as  part of a EU funded project ;

¨  NGO�s  need help to be self-sustainable.

The previous  solut ions  have been sugg ested by the part icipants, concluding on the im portance
of networking, to m eet the huge necessit y and d em and to share experience and pract ices  in
the com plex field of EU funding.
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W o r k s h o p 3  –  EU  l e g i s l a t i o n  a n d t h e n o t - f o r - p r o f i t  s e c t o r

Several EU based associat ions, especially those with a purpose of dealing with inform at ion and
t raining about European issues, aim at giving a European dim ension to their  projects  and
developing joint projects  with cit izens  and organisat ions from other EU m em ber  count ries.
Since legislat ion issues  in the process  of European construct ion h ave a certain im pact on the
not - for-profit sector, this  workshop gave an overview of the current legal context of European
associat ions.

This  workshop was  built on the int roduct ion given in the roundtable discussion �legislat ion and
the not - for-profit sector� in the plenary session. I t started by com paring nat ional laws  of EU
m em ber  states  on the not - for-profit sector. Though we inevitably face the usual dist inct ion
between civil law and comm on law t radit ions, a comm on ground can be found in both system s,
such as the pr inciple of tax exem pt ion in the not - for-profit sector.

A second point concerned the influence of European legislat ion on nat ional law of EU m em ber
states. With reference to the Treat ies, the not - for-profit sector  is  guaranteed several r ights  in
the European space regarding freedom of associat ion, com pet it ion rules, public funding, etc.
But t he quest ion is  then:  since the not - for-profit sector  already has  a legal framework to it s
act iv it ies  in the EU, and since the Court of Just ice of the EU pays part icular  att ent ion to respect
of these exist ing rules, what would be the advantage of the statute for  a European associat ion?
The answer  consists  of two points:  f irst of al l, such a regulat ion would have a psychological
im pact . The founding of a legal �link� between n ot - for-profit organisat ions  all over  Europe
would certainly encourage cross-border  partnerships, etc. Moreover, such a regulat ion would
guarantee m ore fairness in n at ional legal system s which do not have �  adequate �  regulat ions
of the not -for-profit sector, like it is  the case in France.

As  a third step, the discussion focused on the current state of the draft regulat ion on the
statute for  a European associat ion. The end of 2003 m ay see the adopt ion of the proposal, but
only if two m ain problem s  are solved by then. First , the pr inciple of subsidiar it y:  the countr ies
lacking legislat ion on not- for-profit organisat ions  do not like being com pelled to adopt a
regulat ion. Second, there is  a polit ical debate about t he part icipat ion in the decision m aking
process  by the em ployees  of the organisat ion, which is  the m ain obstacle to an agreem ent .
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Working and d iscussion groups

The working and discussion groups  aimed at explor ing specific themes  and subjects, in order
to st im ulate the creat ion of new projects, inform al collaborat ion, and the exchange of ideas
and m aterial. Nine topics  were proposed and the part icipants  were given the opp ortunit y to
com e up with their  own topics. A working group could only be form ed if t here were at least 5
interested part icipants, which resulted in three such groups:

I n f o r m i n g a n d i n v o l v i n g c i t i z e n s  o n  EU  a f f a i r s

The m ain issue is  that even in n on Euro-scept ical count ries, it is  often difficult t o access
inform at ion, which h as  a discouraging effect on the public. The key quest ion is  then:  how to
generate civil  awareness  about the EU ?

Organisat ions  providing inform at ion and t raining on the EU, such as ours, can contr ibute to
find a solut ion. The best m ethod is  obviously to m eet EU inst itut ions  in flesh, i.e. to set up t rips
to Brussels, but this  is  far  from cheap and will involve very few persons. Another  way can be
found in the fact t hat t he interest in EU often start s  with very concrete problem s, such as  local
environm ental problems  which require a solut ion at a European level.

The conclusion is  that , if an organisat ion wants  European funding, it has  to set up a new
project of European dim ension, which requires  a reflect ion on the European dim ension of its
act iv it ies.

I n other  words, not- for-profit organisat ions  need to realise and use the EU dim ension of their
daily, ordinary work.

B u i l d i n g t r a n s n a t i o n a l  p a r t n e r s h i p s

The first step to mee t and build a t ransnat ional partnership is  to ident ify a potent ial partner.
I n order  to do that , several possibilit ies  exist :

¨  Databases can help to ident ify possible partners, but t hey face several const raints
regarding the quality of the inform at ion they provide, language barriers  and the problem of
acc essibility, since not all  organisat ions  have the possibilit y or  the 

�

cultural reflex
�

t o surf
the internet ;

¨  Since exist ing databases  and perm anent sources  of inform at ion ( in writ ing, on the Web, …)
are not enough, personal networking is  another solut ion, like sem inars  or  a Forum such as
this  one. A network is  hard to m aintain, but it is  also a good opp ortunit y to find partners;

¨  Part icipat ion in EU programm es  m akes the organisat ion m ore visible;

¨  Another solut ion is  the use of Brussels-based organisat ions  and networks;

¨  Regional offices  can also be a source of inform at ion for  not - for-profit organisat ions.

On the other hand, set t ing up t ransnat ional partnership often m eets  several constraints:

¨  I t is  not enough to know how to find and contact a partner. Further inform at ion is  required
about the partner  itself, but also about it s  count ry and it s  legal, administ rat ive, cultural and
other context ;

¨  EU funding rules  are app lied different ly in m em ber  states and even regions;

¨  Sm all NGO
�

s (especially those not in networks) are de facto excluded from EU issues.

So the creat ion and d evelopment of courses on EU funding and t ransnat ional partnerships  are
im portant , to professionalise what networks  and organisat ions  such as ours  are doing. The
creat ion of a �comm on database� which links  between exist ing databases, would also help
going beyond 

�

nat ional- level
�

databases.
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H o w  t h e v o l u n t a r y  s e c t o r  c a n  b e h e l p e d t o a cc e ss  EU  f u n d i n g ?

Two m ain subjects  of concern were ident ified and developed by the part icipants:

How to find inform at ion on the EU?

Several sources  exist , such as  general newslet ters, newslet ters  sent by DG
�

s, leadernet
( inform at ion system ) , websites (EU and local/ regional authorit ies) , l iasing with partners,
set t ing up a network, inform at ion on events.

I n other  words, when there is  no direct acc ess  to inform at ion ( through EU inst itut ions  and/ or
websites) it is  always possible to find inform at ion on the EU in the different mem ber  states. In
each of them , there is  plenty of inform at ion provided by the public as  well as  the pr ivate
sector. But t hese providers  are rarely networked, though such a solut ion would prom ote
sharing of inform at ion and thus  reduce the costs.

How to help NGOs  to access EU funding?

Regarding the basic assistance that can be offered to not - for-profit organisat ions, several
proposals  were m ade:

¨  First steps:  it is  im portant to m ake clear  that just having an idea is  not enough. Not- for-
profit organisat ions  should be helped to define a project and start by wondering why they
want t o apply for  European funding;

¨  Explaining possibilit ies  of funding:  giving an overview of the docum ents  (programm es,
form s, guidelines, et cetera) , the constraints, the exist ing g eneral vademecum on grant
m anagem ent and good pract ice guides;

¨  Just t ransmit t ing inform at ion on EU funding m ay have been enough in the past . I t is  no
longer the case, due to the current m ult iplicat ion of app licat ions  for  EU grants. I t is  thus
im portant t o supp ly a targeted service;

¨  Another kind of help can be brought by act ing at t he Comm ission level, by lobb ying for
clearer  cr it eria of applicat ion, a bett er  al locat ion of the available m eans, and the creat ion of
programm es  that really suit t he needs  of grassroo ts  organisat ions.

The quest ion of who pays and/ or  should pay for  funding inform at ion h as also been discussed
by the part icipants, but t here no final and agreed joint conclusion was  reached
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The Agora

The Agora was  the central point of the forum where part icipants  visited product presentat ions
and exhibit ion stalls, took part in partner search and networked to m eet other  part icipants.

St a n d s

¨  Dedicated inform at ion stands:  I D�s, EBU, Associat if f inancier, BFS  Service, EBU -  Universit y
of Bradford, Inst it uu t voo r  Publiek en Polit iek, Juris  Associat ions (organisers) and La
Bout ique des  associat ions  (part icipant ) ;

¨  Docum entat ion display on shared stand:  BAG EJSA, CEDAG, Cent re Voltaire pour
l

�

économie sociale, Germ an Associat ion for  Public and Private Welfare, NCVO, Parität ische
Akadem ie, Polish NGO Office in Brussels, Radio Student Public I nst itute, Sources  d

�

Europe,
Västm anland I nternat ional Co-operat ion.

M ee t i n g p o i n t  a n d a d s

A space was specially equipp ed for

¨  partner  search (panel and form s  to fill in, see next page for  details) ;

¨  convening inform al m eet ings.

Pr e s en t a t i o n s

I n addit ion to the scheduled programm e, internet , Power  Point and oral presentat ions  were
m ade by part icipants  during the Agora t im e about t heir  t raining and inform at ion work, their
projects, their  organisat ion:  European Briefing Unit , Bank für  Sozialwir tschaft , Västm anland
I nternat ional Co-operat ion, Union of European Cit izens.
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Partner  search facili t y

I n addit ion to inform al contacts  and the possibilit ies  for  the organisat ions to give a
presentat ion of their  act iv it ies  during the Agora, a specific partner search facilit y was m ade
available for  part icipants, which resulted in the fol lowing projects  being presented:

¨  BFS  - ser v ice seeks  partners  with experience in spreading EU inform at ion to exchange on
possibilit ies  of m arket ing and financing an in t er net - based d at abase o n EU  fun d in g , but
also to expand its  act iv it ies  in other countr ies  and to co-operate with other organisat ions.
Further  inform at ion about t he organisat ion:  www .sozialbank.de
Contact :  s.knaepper@sozialbank.de

¨  The Eu r opean Br ief in g Un i t  is  interested in successful experiences  with capaci t y
bu i l d in g in  t h e socia l  econ om y  sector, to be presented in workshops at a conference in
Stockholm . it is  also looking for  partners  to develop a post g r adu at e d ip lom a course for
people involved in EU funding and inform at ion, and to m ake this  diplom a a  Europe-wide
qualificat ion. Partners  could either  be universit ies, colleges, other  t raining organisat ions  or
governm ent bodies dealing with funding, m unicipalit ies  and NGO um brella organisat ions.
Further  inform at ion about t he organisat ion:  www .brad.ac/ acad/ ebu
Contact :  ebu@bradford.ac.uk

¨  The Po l i sh  NGO Of f ice in Brussels  calls  for  partnership with NGOs and comm ercial
com panies to help Polish NGOs  on their  possible role in the St r uct u r a l Fun ds, to
part icipate in pre-acc ession funding for  local projects, to learn about in f or m at ion
cam paign s in app licant count r ies  before m em bership referenda, and to found partnerships
in other  count ries  in Cent ral and Eastern Europe.
Further  inform at ion about t he organisat ion:  www .ngo.pl , contact :  eu@eu.ngo.pl

¨  The Un ion o f  Eu r opean Ex per t s  Ch am ber s seeks  partners  to develop p r of ession al
t r a in in g  with Cent ral/ Eastern Europe and Maghreb count ries.
Further  inform at ion about t he organisat ion:  www .uceenews.org
Contact :  president@uceenews.org

¨  I PP �  The Dutch Cent re for  Civic Educat ion looks  for  partners  in three projects:
. in Cen t r a l  an d East  Eu r opean coun t r ies :  inform ing, invest igat ing the opinions  and
fee lings  of cit izens  about EU acces sion .
. set t ing up �sh adow  e lect ion s’ am ong young people in the forthcoming elect ions  for
the Eu r opean Par l i am en t
. with m igrants� organisat ions or  others:  on m ig r an t s  with a form al resident � s  status  and
their  lack of EU  ci t izen sh ip an d p o l i t ica l r igh t s.

Further  inform at ion about t he organisat ion:  www .publiek-polit iek.nl
Contact :  e.habb enjansen@publiek-polit iek.nl

¨  I D ' s  – I n fo r m at ion Di f fu sion Eu r ope As sociat ion s  wants  to set up p artnerships  within
the fram ework of the European Voluntary Service:  exchange of experience and pract ices
with similar  organisat ions through part icipat ing programm e of ex chan g in g y oun g
v o lun t eer s. Partners:  similar  organisat ions  involved in EU inform at ion and t raining.
Further  inform at ion about t he organisat ion:  www .idseurope.org
Contact :  info@idseurope.org

The partner search facilit y will  be followed up through the Network sect ion of
www .idseurope.org
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The Fut ure of  t he Netw ork

Th e For u m en ded w i t h  a p lenar y d iscus sion an d a ’co r e g r ou p ’ m eet in g o f  t he Fo r u m
or gan iser s  w i t h  o t h er  or gan isat ion s. Th er e w as  gener a l ag r eem en t  t hat  i t  w i l l  be
u sefu l t o con t inu e an d ex pan d t h e Net w o r k bey on d t h is  Fo r u m , w i t h in  cer t a in
con d i t ions  t h at  h av e t o be m et  t o en ab le t h e o r gan isat ions  p r esen t  t o comm it
t h em selv es  t o f u r t h er  in vo lv em en t  ( f in ances, con t r ibu t ion s  in  k in d an d –  or  t im e) .

Th e near  fu t u r e an d t h e nex t  Fo r u m

I t will  be necessary to draft and agree on a joint charter, clearly formulat ing not only the m ain
philosophy of the Network in general terms  but also it s  actual aim s  and act ivit ies. In any case,
the Network does  not deal with policy substance such as  youth, environm ent , social affairs  et
cetera, for  which there exist effect ive nat ional and EU-wide um brella organisat ions. These m ay
well be involved in the Network on comm on interests  with regard to EU inform at ion and
t raining.

One aim of the Network m ight be to increase the visibilit y of organisat ions  providing EU
inform at ion and t raining to the not - for-profit sector  and prom ot ion of the exchange of
inform at ion, experience and expert ise, at a regular  Forum like this  one and by other  m eans.

With regard to pr iorit ies  and possibilit ies  in 2002, it was  agreed that organising a next Forum
m ight be considered for  autum n 2002 at t he earliest or  spr ing 2003 at t he latest . I t should be
focused on specific content and allow part icipants  to learn from speakers  and from each other.
Sugg est ions  included �benchm arking� on t raining on fundraising, use of inform at ion ret rieval
and dist r ibut ion from and through the Internet .

Fin an cia l  an d o r gan isat ion al comm it m en t s

I t will  be difficult t o �re-create� the network every year  around a Forum , so a m inimum
com mitm ent (also financially and in kind) and comm on act ivity throughout the year is
necessary.

I n the init ial stage of the above process, cont ribut ions  by current and future partners  m ay
include cash paym ent for  covering direct administ rat ive costs, t im e, skills  and facilit ies,
presupp osing sufficient discussion, agreem ent and realist ic prospects  for  achieving the
pract ical aim s of the Network.

A necessary condit ion will be to ensure substant ial EU or  other external funding ( including
consecut ive EU presidencies  who m ay be willing to do som ething extra) . This  m ust be
supplem ented by a part icipat ion fee or  other forms  of co- financing, also taking different levels
of f inancial possibilit ies  of larger  and sm aller  organisat ions  into account .

I t  w as  ag r ee d t hat  I D 's  k ee ps  t he r o le o f  co - or d in at in g p ar t n er .

Organisat ions  represented at t he Core Group meet ing:

¨  Bank Für  Sozialwirtschaft
¨  Bout ique des  Associat ions
¨  CEDEGES  (agence conseil en économ ie

sociale)
¨  European Briefing Unit,  University of

Bradford
¨  Fundacio de la solidaritat i el voluntariat de

la comm unitat Valenciana

¨  I D�s  �  I nform at ion Diffusion Europe
Associat ions

¨  I nformal European Theat re Meet ing
¨  Juris  Associat ions
¨  OPPEF (Overleg Partners  Part iculiere

Europese Fondsen)
¨  Union of European Experts  Chambers
¨  Union of European Cit izens



Forum organisers

The founding partners  of the Network / Forum organisers  have for  m any years  been involved
in and supp ort ing act iv it ies  of several associat ions  in EU Mem ber  States  :

I n f o r m a t i o n  D i f f u s i o n  Eu r op e
A s so c i a t i o n s  ( I D ’ s )

www .idseurope.org

I D’s, init iator  and co-ordinator  of the
Network, is  based in Brussels. I t aims  to
help organisat ions  in the not - for-profit
sector  to widen their  perspect ives  and add a
European aspect t o their  work by:

-  Partnerships  for  developing European
t raining and inform at ion;

-  Tailor-m ade services:  supp ort for  sett ing
up European projects.

I n s t i t u u t  v oo r  Pu b l i e k  e n
Po l i t i e k  ( I P P)

www .publ iek - poli t iek .n l

The Netherlands. Specialised agency and
publisher in the field of civ ic educat ion
projects  for  educat ion, associat ions, local
governm ent , related to issues at local,
nat ional or  internat ional level :  providing
inform at ion, opinion building and
encouraging cit izens  to part icipate. I PP co-
founded POLITEI A, an all-European n etwork
of cit izenship educat ion organisat ions
(www .politeia.net ) .

L ’ A s so c i a t i f  f i n a n c i e r

www .associat iff inancier.be

Belgium (French region) . Special ises  in
advice, inform at ion and t raining in creat ing
and m anaging not - for-profit organisat ions.
I t s  ‘Cent re Voltaire pour  l’économ ie sociale’
hosts  and serves as  a resource cent re for
associat ions  and the social econom y,
including on Europe.

Eu r op e a n  B r i e f i n g Un i t  ( EB U)

http: // www .brad.ac.uk/ acad/ ebu/

United Kingdom . EBU, a sect ion of the
Universit y of Bradford, provides  a range of
inform at ion and t raining opp ortunit ies, in
the UK and abroad, for  the voluntary
sector, local authorit ies  and university
departm ents  on European funding and
project m anagem ent . EBU courses,
conferences  and detailed programm es  are
ann ounced on it s  website. EBU publishes  a
weekly newslet ter.

B FS  Se r v i ce

www .sozialbank.de

Germ any. A branch of the Bank für
Sozialwirt schaft , BFS  also has a Brussels
off ice. I t offers  internet based inform at ion
about EU funding and is  a comm unicat ion
plat form for  those who engage in European
affairs. I t organises sem inars  on social
m anagem ent of voluntary organisat ions  and
on EU funding for  its  shareholders  and
custom ers, m ost of them health and social
sector  organisat ions.

Ju r i s  A s so c i a t i o n s

www . j u r is- as sociat ions.com

France. Publishes  books  and provides
inform at ion, t raining and services  to French
associat ions  and their  partners  with regard
to m anagement ( legal, fiscal, account ing,
social aspects) .


