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Beyond the Forum: the future of the
“Network on European informat ion and t raining

for  not-for-prof it  organisat ions”

T he Network was  formed in 2000 by seven organisations  from Belgium, France, Germany, the
Nether lands  and the UK, which are all involved in providing information, training or  consultancy to
voluntary and other  not- for -profit organisations . T hey deal with different aspects  of the EU, which
are relevant for  NGOs :  funding, legis lation, policy, citizens ’ involvement, as  well as  lobbying of EU
ins titutions . T he tasks  of the Network were or iginally defined as :

¬ Organis ing a forum for  the exchange of ideas  and initiatives  open to all organisations  in
Europe active in providing EU information and training to not- for -profit organisations ;

¬ Widening the network to other  organisations  in the field.

T his  document is  based on the final plenary sess ion of the Forum and the subsequent meeting of
the Core Group of the Network, which answered pos itively to the ques tion:  is  it useful and feas ible
to maintain and extend the or iginal Network on European information and training for  the not- for -
profit sector?  Par ticipants  of the Forum and other  interes ted organisations  are invited to comment
on this  document and to j oin us  in building the Network.

Reflection and discus s ion on aims  and future activities  of the Network can take place on the web or
by sending your  comments  to I D’s  (for  technical details ,  see below).

Aims  and Act ivi t ies

Bas ic aims  of the Network are:

1.  increas ing the vis ibility of organisations  providing information and training to the not- for -profit
sector , and

2.  promoting the exchange of information, exper ience and expertise between them, at a regular
Forum like this  one and by other  means . I n more detail,  this  could include:

• Being a major  source of infor mation (webs ite, bulletin board, …) on
activities  of par ticipating organisations  and other  relevant is sues ;

• S erving as  a think tank on is sues  around EU information and training;
• Organis ing regular  meetings  on “cur rent EU is sues ”;
• S erving as  a clear ing house for  setting up par tner  search, common activities , etc. ;
• I nfor ming Network par ticipants  about new EU developments  in the field;
• Regular ly, e.g. (bi- )annually, organis ing a Forum like the one of 29-30 November  2001;
• Regular ly informing and liais ing with the European Commiss ion and other  players  on the needs  of

the not- for -profit sector  with regard to information and training;
• Es tablishing a directory of European information and training resources ;
• Creating webs ite hyper links  between permanent network par ticipants  for  easy cross  reference.
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T he near  f utur e and the next  F or um

I t will be necessary to draft and agree on a j oint char ter , clear ly formulating not only the main
philosophy of the Network in general terms  but also its  actual aims  and activities . I n any case, the
Network does  not deal with policy substance such as  youth, environment, social affair s  et cetera,
for  which there exis t effective national and EU-wide umbrella organisations . T hese may well be
involved in the Network on common interes ts  with regard to information and training.

With regard to pr ior ities  and poss ibilities  in 2002, it was  agreed that organis ing a next Forum may
be cons idered for  autumn 2002 at the ear lies t,  or  spr ing 2003 at the lates t. I t should be focused on
specific content and allow participants  to learn from speakers  and from each other . S ugges tions
included ‘benchmarking’ on training on fundrais ing, use of information retr ieval and dis tr ibution
from and through the I nternet.

T he Network should avoid being monolingual and work at leas t in English and French.

F inancial  and or ganis at ional commit ments

I t will be difficult to ‘re-create’ the network every year  around a Forum, so a minimum commitment
(also financially and in kind) and common activity throughout the year  is  neces sary.

I n the initial s tage of the above process , contr ibutions  by cur rent and future par tners  may include
cash payment for  cover ing direct adminis trative cos ts  (the amount of 1000 euro per  par tner  was
sugges ted), time, s kills  and facilities , presuppos ing sufficient discus s ion, agreement and realis tic
prospects  for  achieving the practical aims  of the Network.

A neces sary condition will be to ensure subs tantial EU or  other  external funding (including
consecutive EU pres idencies  who may be willing to do something extra). T his  mus t be
supplemented by a par ticipation fee or  other  forms  of co- financing, also taking different levels  of
financial poss ibilities  of larger  and smaller  organisations  into account.

I t was  agreed that I D's  keeps  the role of co-ordinating par tner.

P r es ent  at  the Cor e Gr oup meet ing ( or iginal Net w or k par t ner s  mar ked * ) :

Bank für  S ozialwir tschaft* :  Ber thold Becher  & S usanne Knäpper
Boutique des  Associations :  Guy Bernard & S ylvie I s raël
CEDEGES  (consultancy on the social economy -  agence conseil en economie sociale):  Chr is tian Noiret
European B r iefing Unit, Univ. of B radford* :  Margareta Holmstedt, Jennifer  Raper , Jaros lava Riley
Fundacio de la solidar itat i el voluntar iat de la communitat Valenciana:  S ergio S er rano
I D’s* :  Emmanuel K limis , Manuel Ribeir o Bacelar , Peter  S luiter , Laurence Wattier
I nfor mal European T heatre Meeting:  Anne Lamouler
Jur is  S ervices* :  Fabr ice S uplis son
KLE I S  / OPPEF –  Over leg Par tners  Par ticuliere Europese Fondsen:  Hans  De Vr iese
Union of European Exper ts  Chambers :  Riccardo Jacobbi
Union of European Citizens :  Mar io Alvis i
Janos  Lukacs , facilitator

You ar e invi ted to comment  on t h is  document  and j oin  the Net w or k.

(Please use the online facility on http: //www.europas sos .com/wwwboard/ or  wr ite to
info@idseurope.org)


